
103

Unit 1, Class 34

IThe Spanish Habsburgs

Like Father, Like Son, 
not really

Purpose: Is an effective leader strong willed 
or pragmatic?

Charles V. was raised in Brussels, spoke Dutch and French, and was sympathetic 
to the problems and traditions of the inhabitants of the Low Countries.  In 1548, 
eight years before his abdication from the throne, Emperor Charles V granted 
the Seventeen Provinces of the Netherlands status as an entity separate from 
both the Empire and from France with the Transaction of Augsburg. It was not 
full independence, but it allowed significant autonomy.  Ruler over an Empire in 
which the sun never set, he retired in 1556, partitioning his possessions among 
his brother Ferdinand (raised in Vienna; he inherited the Imperial crown and the 
Austrian lands) and his son Philip II. (raised in Madrid; he inherited Spain, the 
Italian possessions and the Low Countries). Actually, the Netherlands were ruled 
by Philip’s half-sister, Margaret of Parma, stadholder of the Netherlands. 

Part One: Homework Check
1. To what extent did Philip’s personality and the spread of Calvinism effect Hapsburg rule of the Netherlands?
2. How did Philip view his role in European politics?

Phililp II

Part Two: The Spanish Netherlands/Dutch
Section A: Geography

Name: ______________________________
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Section B: The United Provinces/The Dutch Revolt
Excerpt from The Dutch Declaration of Independence, 1581
The States General of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, to all whom it may concern, do by these Presents 
send greeting:

(1) As it is apparent to all that a prince is constituted by God to be ruler of a people, to defend them from oppression 
and violence as the shepherd his sheep; and whereas God did not create the people slaves to their prince, to obey 
his commands, whether right or wrong, but rather the prince for the sake of the subjects (without which he could 
be no prince), to govern them according to equity, to love and support them as a father his children or a shepherd 
his flock, and even at the hazard of life to defend and preserve them. And when he does not behave thus, but, on 
the contrary, oppresses them, seeking opportunities to infringe their ancient customs and privileges, exacting from 
them slavish compliance, then he is no longer a prince, but a tyrant, and the subjects are to consider him in no 
other view. And particularly when this is done deliberately, unauthorized by the states, they may not only disallow 
his authority, but legally proceed to the choice of another prince for their defense. This is the only method left for 
subjects whose humble petitions and remonstrances could never soften their prince or dissuade him from his tyran-
nical proceedings; and this is what the law of nature dictates for the defense of liberty, which we ought to transmit 
to posterity, even at the hazard of our lives. And this we have seen done frequently in several countries upon the like 
occasion, whereof there are notorious instances, and more justifiable in our land, which has been always governed 
according to their ancient privileges, which are expressed in the oath taken by the prince at his admission to the 
government; for most of the Provinces receive their prince upon certain conditions, which he swears to maintain, 
which, if the prince violates, he is no longer sovereign.

(7) All these considerations give us more than sufficient reason to renounce the King of Spain, and seek some other 
powerful and more gracious prince to take us under his protection; and, more especially, as these countries have 
been for these twenty years abandoned to disturbance and oppression by their king, during which time the inhabit-
ants were not treated as subjects, but enemies, enslaved forcibly by their own governors.

(9) So, having no hope of reconciliation, and finding no other remedy, we have, agreeable to the law of nature in our 
own defense, and for maintaining the rights, privileges, and liberties of our countrymen, wives, and children, and 
latest posterity from being enslaved by the Spaniards, been constrained to renounce allegiance to the King of Spain, 
and pursue such methods as appear to us most likely to secure our ancient liberties and privileges. 

Interpretation of the Declaration
1. What justification(s) is(are) given for separating themselves from the King of Spain?

2.  What rights does this document claim must be maintained?
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